Eucharist
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, 27 November 2022
9:30am
Welcome! We’re glad you’re here.
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither
the day nor the hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will
gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering.
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens
our faith in the promises of God.

TODAY’S LITURGY & MUSIC
Some faith traditions call this gathering Mass. Some use the term Holy Communion.
And some know it as Divine Service. This booklet uses the word eucharist (which, in
Greek, means thanksgiving) to refer to the principal liturgy in which the Holy Spirit
gathers people around the means of grace –the saving Word of God and the
sacraments. The basic pattern of this service––gathering, word, meal, sending––is a
structure that allows for freedom and flexibility in the ways worship may be shaped
here, while also holding on to the many traditions that make our worshipping
community unique. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with
forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care
for those in need. You are invited to participate in the liturgical dialogues printed in
bold.

COMMUNION
Trusting in his forgiveness that follows our repentance, our Lord Jesus Christ
welcomes you to this meal of the baptized. The crucified and risen Christ is truly
present in the Lord’s Supper, giving us his body and blood as food and drink.
Communion is served in the front of the sanctuary. When going for communion,
please exit your pew using the exterior aisle and circle around your section to the
center aisle to pass by the baptismal font. As we make the journey to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion, we are reminded of the sacrament of Baptism. If
you are unable to come to the front, please let one of ushers know and we will make
sure the sacrament is made available to you.
No one is required to commune. Alternatively, you are welcome to accept the
blessing of the meal in prayer. Praying in the spirit of our sung Kyrie, “for the peace
of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all.”

GATHERING
we
acknowledge
the land

prelude
lighting of
the advent
wreath

Bethesda Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Northwestern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America is located within the traditional lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island
(North America), the first Americans. These are the ancestral homelands of the Anishinaabe,
Assiniboine, and Dakota people. Today we are called to follow Jesus alongside of our neighbors of
the sovereign federally recognized tribes of the Leech Lake, Red Lake, and White Earth bands of the
Ojibwa people. In affirming this land as the homeland of our Indigenous neighbors, we recognize
the legacies of violence and cultural genocide that occurred alongside the displacement of their
communities, as well as the responsibility we all share to not let these truths be buried any longer.

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645
Dillon J. Swanson, ORGAN

J. S. Bach
1685-1750

Sung refrain is repeated 3 times before the litany.

We sing the refrain 3 times when indicated by (R).
At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming.
O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming.
We gather together to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable.
O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming. R
We wait for the day when God will recycle tanks into tractors
and transform minefields into soccer fields.
O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming.
We stay awake by telling stories that offer a glimmer of the future
and agitate dormant hope within us.
O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming. R
Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of this candle,
whose flame brings warmth to winter and fills this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.
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gathering
hymn

“Unexpected & Mysterious”

ELW, Hymn 258

welcome
apostolic
greeting

prayer of the
day

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Stir up your power, Lord Jesus Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
first reading

Isaiah 2:1-5
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

Response: Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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sung responsively

psalm 122

1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. R
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” R

second
reading

Romans 13:11-14
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Response: Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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gospel
acclamation

gospel

Matthew 24:36-44
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Pastor Grant Vanderford

sermon
hymn of the
day
apostle’s
creed

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

ELW, Hymn 436

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
27 NOVEMBER 2022
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

prayers

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence,
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
We respond to each petition

The prayers conclude
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
You are invited to care and share peace with your neighbor and speak a word of
peace to the land in which you gather, and the creatures who share this common
home.

MEAL
offering

6

EUCHARIST

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care
of those in need. You may place your offering in the plates as they are
passed by the ushers during the musical offering. You may also scan the
QR code to the right to explore online giving options or contact Roxanne
in the office for more information.

musical
offering

“Keep Your Lamps”
Bethesda Choir

Dr. André Thomas
b. 1952
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
The time is drawing nigh.

Children, don’t get weary,
children, don’t get weary,
children, don’t get weary,
the time is drawing nigh.

offertory

offering
prayer

“Sweet Coming”

Christian, journey soon be over,
christian, journey soon be over,
christian, journey soon be over,
the time is drawing nigh.
OBS, Hymn 79

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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great
thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you . . .
. . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

sanctus

8

EUCHARIST

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

eucharistic
prayer

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. . .
. . . Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

lord’s prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

invitation to
communion

Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.

communion

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

agnus dei

“Lamb of God”

27 NOVEMBER 2022
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communion
music

“There Is a Longing in Our Hearts”

ACS, Hymn 1078
(see page 14)
ELW, Hymn 247

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”

prayer after
communion

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to
earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your
promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
blessing

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

sending
hymn

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
1 All, in unison

dismissal

Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

postlude

“Postlude on REJOICE REJOICE BELIEVERS”
Dillon J. Swanson, ORGAN

2 & 3 All, in harmony

ELW, Hymn 244
4 All, in unison

Dillon J. Swanson
b. 2000

SERVING TODAY
presiding minister

Rev. Grant Vanderford

assisting minister

Julie Phillips

musicians
lector
sacristan
communion
servers
council person
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Cantor Dillon J. Swanson
Bethesda Choir
Shannon Vanderford
Sandra Retzlaff
Rick Vanderford
Shannon Vanderford
Sue Reinhart

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR
NEXT WEEK
December 4 – Advent 2A
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, SOURCES, AND PERMISSIONS
Liturgical texts and prayers from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and Sundays and Seasons,
© Augsburg Fortress. Material reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS000668, One License A-720047, CCLI #2895205.
wait for the lord

Text: Taizé Community. Music, WAIT FOR THE LORD: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994.
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn 262.

advent prayer
response

Text: Traditional. Music: Daniel Schwandt, b. 1977. © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted from Music
Sourcebook Volume 2: All Saints Through Transfiguration, S534.

sweet coming

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953. © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music, SWEET COMING: Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950. © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted from O Blessed Spring, Hymn 79.

sanctus
there is a longing in
our hearts

Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Music, VENI EMMANUEL: arr. Richard Proulx, 1937-2010.
Reprinted from Missa Emmanuel © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Arr. by Cantor Dillon J. Swanson.
Text: Anne Quigley, b. 1955. Music, LONGING: Anne Quigley. © 1992 Oregon Catholic Press. Reprinted
from All Creation Sings: Evangelical Lutheran Worship Supplement, Hymn 1078.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
November 27 – December 4, 2022
Today

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:45 AM
2:30 PM
4:00 PM

Eucharist
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Bethesda Choir, sanctuary
Advent Procession: Lessons & Carols

Monday

6:00 PM
7:30 PM

Bell Choir, sanctuary
Worship & Music Committee, lounge

Tuesday

6:30 PM

Nominating Committee, lounge

Wednesday

12:00 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Reading Religiously, lounge
Advent Meal, fellowship room
Advent Vespers, sanctuary
Bethesda Choir, sanctuary
Confirmation, youth room

Thursday

12:00 PM
12:30 PM

Advent Meditation, sanctuary
Quilting, narthex

Sunday

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:45 AM
3:00 PM

Eucharist
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
FM Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PLEDGE CARDS – Thank you to all who turned in their pledge cards for 2023! Your planned giving is an
immense help to our financial planning. Remaining pledge cards can be mailed to the church or given to
Roxanne in the office.
ADVENT MEALS & VESPERS – Beginning this Wednesday, November 30, and continuing through the season
of Advent, the Parish Life Committee will be serving a light supper at 5:30pm on Wednesdays prior to Advent
Vespers at 6:30pm. We will be using Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer with readings from the prophets
and other poetic meditations each week.
ADVENT MEDITATIONS – Pastor Grant will be leading a brief advent meditation each week of Advent on
Thursdays at Noon. The meditation will begin on Thursday, December 1.
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There is a Longing in Our Hearts
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