
 

 

 
ASCENSION SUNDAY 

WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

☩   May 17, 2026| 9:30 a.m.   ☩ 
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☩   GATHERING   ☩ 
*THE ASTERISK INDICATES WHEN THE ASSEMBLY RISES THROUGHOUT THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 
PRELUDE  TYLER PYLE 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
One Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, a new world 

has broken into ours-- 
Many a world in which justice does come for the poor, freedom comes for 

the prisoners, and healing for the sick. 
 
One Because Jesus ….., a new community has been formed. 
Many a community that loves and cares for all members, a family that 

welcomes all who are abandoned and rejected, a place where all 
find a place of belonging. 

 
One Because Jesus ….a new creation has begun—. 
Many all that was distorted is being restored, all that is corrupted is being 

renewed, all that was broken is being made whole. 
 
One Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
Many God’s new world has begun. 
 
KYRIE  NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION† PG 3 
†’Now The Feast and Celebration’ is found inside the back cover of hymnal 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE NOW THE FEAST NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION† PG 4 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WOW   ASCENSION 

MANY I WONDER, I WONDER. THE WONDERS OF WORSHIP, WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
I WONDER, I WONDER. THE WONDERS OF WORSHIP, WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  

  COME AND SEE! COME NOW AND SEE! 
 
GREETING 
 
One  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all 
Many And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
ONE Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far 

above all heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to 
trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Many Amen. 
 

☩   WORD   ☩ 
(Readings on screen) 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
 
One  Word of God, Word of Life 
Many  Thanks be to God.  

 

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:15-23 

 

One  Word of God, Word of Life 
Many Thanks be to God.  
 
* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  GOSPEL VERSE NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION PG 8 

 
One  The holy Gospel according to Luke 
Many Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*GOSPEL | Luke 24:44-53 
 
One  The Gospel of our Lord. 
Many Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  PASTOR GRANT VANDERFORD 
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HYMN  BEFORE THE ANCIENT ONE, CHRIST STANDS ACS 953 
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NICENE CREED 
Many: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
One  Merciful God,  
Many Receive our prayer.  
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
One  The peace of the Risen Christ be with you all! 
Many And also with you. 
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☩   MEAL   ☩ 

OFFERING  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of 
those in need. You may place your offering in the plates as they are 
passed by the ushers. You may also scan the QR code to the right for 
online giving. 
 
NOISY OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING  TYLER PYLE 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE AS THE GRAINS OF 

WHEAT 
NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION PG 10  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
One Merciful God, …. In the name of Jesus, 
Many Amen. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION PG 11 

 
*PREFACE:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…. we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
One This is the day that in joy and delight, …. for Christ is risen: 
Many Christ is risen indeed. 
 
One This is the day that you gave light, …. for that light is Christ: 
Many Thanks be to God. 
 
One This is the day that you broke the chains, …. for Christ is risen: 
Many Christ is risen indeed. 
 
One On the night before he died, ….. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Many Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION PG 11 



17 May 2026     7 
 

One On this day send us the power, …. for that light is Christ: 
Many Thanks be to God. 
 
One All holy and mighty, …. for Christ is risen: 
Many Christ is risen indeed. 
 
One Amen and amen: 
Many Amen and amen. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
 
One:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Many Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
ONE Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
One Holy One, ... In the name of Jesus, 
Many Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

One God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless 
you now and forever. 

Many Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD  NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION PG 14 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  AROUND YOU, O LORD JESUS ELW 468 
 BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN ELW 474 



8     Worship 
 

 

☩   SENDING   ☩ 

 
*DISMISSAL 
One  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Many  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, SOURCES, & PERMISSIONS 

Liturgical texts and prayers from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and Sundays and Seasons, © Augsburg Fortress. 
Material reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS000668, One License A-720047, CCLI 
#2895205.  
  

SERVING TODAY MAY 17 

2026 
 SERVING NEXT SUNDAY – MAY 24 

2026 
SUNDAY Ascension Sunday  Pentecost 

PRESIDING MINISTER Grant Vanderford  Grant Vanderford 

PIANIST Tyler Pyle  Tyler Pyle 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Jillian Jaros  Jillian Jaros 

ASSISTING MINISTER Tammy Costin  Alex Brings 
READER Terrie Jo Wold   

ALTAR GUILD Sue Reinhart   Jennifer Knutson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS Nancy Lund 
Petra Vanderford 

 Petra Vanderford 
HELP NEEDED 

CLICKER Aaron Wenaas   HELP NEEDED 

CAMERA Becky Erickson  Jane Johnson 

USHERS    

CPOD Nancy Lund  Libby Sternhagen Schwenk 
MAY HTTPS://WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM/GO/10C0545A5AE29A5F4C52-63171540-MAYWORSHIP 
SUMMER: HTTPS://WWW.SIGNUPGENIUS.COM/GO/10C0545A5AE29A5F4C52-63820169-SUMMER 

If you want help signing up or desire training - call 218-236-1420 or email 
janej@bethesdamhd.org. 

 

*SENDING HYMN THINE THE AMEN ELW 826 

*POSTLUDE   Tyler Pyle 

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

☩ -MAY 17-23, 2026  ☩ 
TIME DAY Event 

SUNDAY 
9:30 AM  Worship 
10:30  Coffee Fellowship 

MONDAY 
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  Office Hours 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A5AE29A5F4C52-63171540-mayworship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A5AE29A5F4C52-63820169-summer
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THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

☩ -MAY 17-23, 2026  ☩ 
10:00 A.M.  Lectionary Study -Lounge 
   

TUESDAY: 
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.   Office Hours 
9:00 A.M.  Women’s Bible Study- Lounge 

WEDNESDAY 
9:00 A.M.  Quilting 
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  Office Hours 
6:00 P.M.  Bell Set up 
6:30 P.M.  Bell Rehearsal 
7:30 P.M.  Choir 

THURSDAY 
3:45 P.M  BAS Chapel 
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  Office Hours 
   

FRIDAY 
ALL DAY  Office Closed 
9:00 P.M.  NA Meeting 
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